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Trinity Irish Art Research Centre, TCD, 3 June 2010, 10.00 – 17.00 

 
10.00-11.30 
Session 1 – ‘Blogging as an Academic Tool’  
 

In this opening session our speakers will discuss the growth of academic blogging, its 
use as a forum for debate and discussion, and the views of its supporters and its 
critics from within the academic community. Is blogging a radically new form of 
exchange or simply another in a long list of media for expression? Why do academics 
choose to blog to transmit their ideas? And what role does blogging play in the 
modern university system? 
 
Speakers: 
Professor Rob Kitchin (NUIM), Ireland After Nama 
Dr Lisa-Marie Griffith (TCD), Pue’s Occurrences  
Dr Karl Whitney (UCD), UCD Academic Blogging 
 
11.45-13.15 
Session 2 – ‘Blogging and Information Sharing’ 
 

Our second session will examine the blog as a means of sharing information. Is the 
blog an effective medium? Who reads them? And what impact do readers’ comments 
and interaction have on the way that material is published and perceived? 
 



Speakers: 
Dr Ciarán Swan (NCAD), On behalf of the Irish Left Archive 
Donal Ó Fallúin (NUIM), Come Here To Me! 
Maurice Earls or Enda O'Doherty, Dublin Review of Books 
 
13.15-14.00 
Lunch (provided) 
 
14.00-15.30 
Session 3 – ‘Reaching new audiences’ 
Led by three speakers from diverse backgrounds in the arts, culture and humanities, 
this session will take a look at how blogging is used to engage with a demographic 
beyond their traditional base. The speakers will discuss blogging as a tool for the 
promotion of culture and heritage, who their intended and actual readerships are, and 
ask whether blogging is a successful means for reaching new audiences. 
 
Speakers: 
Greg Baxter, Some Blind Alleys 
Dr John Cunningham (NUIG), History Compass 
Denise Rushe or Aoife Flynn (Model Gallery, Sligo), The Model Blog 
 
15.45-17.00 
Session 4 – Roundtable Discussion: ‘Where we’re at and where we’re going’ 
 

Chair: Dr Kevin O’Sullivan (UCD), Pue’s Occurrences 
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